
 
3rd Grade Newsletter 

Welcome back! We hope you had a restful and relaxing Thanksgiving break!  

Thank you to all of the families who joined us for Parent Visitation Day on 
November 12th and 16th. It was such a treat to have you in our classrooms to see 
your children hard at work. We hope you will come in and join us again soon! 

December will be another busy and eventful month for 3rd graders! We have 
begun our second PYP Unit of Inquiry titled, “How We Organize Ourselves”. Our 
central idea is that systems depend on organization. In order to come to this 
conclusion, students are exploring government, economic, and animal systems in 
an effort to determine the purposes, roles, and responsibilities of each group. Our 
unit will end with a field trip to the Baltimore Museum of Industry at the 
Baltimore Inner Harbor on December 17th where we’ll get to see the assembly 
line in action. It’s going to be a GREAT trip, so please get those permission slips 
turned in as soon as you can!  
 
Students are regularly participating in explicit comprehension lessons, 
Interactive Read Alouds (IRAs), and guided reading rotations in an attempt to 
think critically about different types of text. We will be continuing to work daily 
in our guided reading groups so that we can continue to grow as readers and 
meet our literacy goals. When you have the chance, take a moment to talk to 
your child about the goals that they have set for themselves in all subjects. 
Talking about their goals and what they wish to achieve will help them attain 
success in the classroom! In writing, we have begun our 2nd unit on Informative 
Writing. Students will spend this quarter researching and collecting information 
on an expert topic of their choice and using that research to write a book on their 
topic. It is a very exciting process; we can’t wait for you to see the final product 
in January! 
 
In Math, we are working on fractions, applying properties of operations to 
multiply/divide and add/subtract, solving 2-step word problems, and telling 
time to the nearest minute. Believe it or not, a little algebra will be taught in 



January using a program called Hands on Equations. What an adventure that will 
be! 
 
Winter is coming soon which means that colder weather is here to stay, so please 
make sure your child is dressed appropriately for the weather as it is our 
intention to go outside for recess as often as we can. In addition, please make sure 
that their belongings, such as hats, jackets, scarves, etc. are labeled with your 
child’s name.  
 
If you have any questions about any of our policies or procedures, please feel free 
to contact your child’s teacher. We are happy to help in any way that we can!  
 

Merry December! 😊 
 
 

 
 
 

 


